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“…great success with record crowds in 
attendance throughout the entire day.  The 
heavily decorated town was thriving, vibrant 
and busy.  Charities raised funds and local 
businesses benefited” 
Melanie Caffrey 
Secretary 

Heywood Business Group 

Recipient: Heywood Business Group 

Project: Heywood 1940’s Day 2016 

Fund: Town Centre Fund & Events Fund 

Awarded: £8,000 

Heywood 1940’s Day on Saturday 18 June 2016 was organised by Heywood Business Group 
in partnership with Heywood Township.  Entertainment and fun activities from the 1940’s era 
provide a historical, educational and nostalgic interest to both young and old.  This community 
event promotes the town nationally as a destination for leisure, recreation and shopping. 

This event now in its eighth year is as popular as ever for all the family with numerous free 
activities and it has become the highlight of Heywood’s social calendar.  Locals and visitors to 
the town enjoyed the many military and classic vehicles on show, the NAAFI at St Luke’s 
Church where the crowds were serenaded with wartime tunes and period dance 
performances, photo opportunities with Spitfire, German Messerschmitt 109 and Hurricane full 
size replica planes, re-enactors in period uniforms, traditional street musicians, vintage 
carousel, street theatre and stalls offering 1940’s style crafts, cakes and sweets.  Local 
businesses joined in the fun with 1940’s themed window displays, staff dressing in vintage 
clothing, bunting, memorabilia exhibits and providing refreshments.  Local people and visitors 
were encouraged to dress in forties outfits to maintain the momentum of the themed event. 



The highlights of the day included a flyover by a Spitfire and the unique educational attraction 
of The Great War Experience that provided a replica of a Somme trench contained within a 
40ft vehicle with visitors gaining an understanding of the horrendous conditions endured by 
the soldiers who fought in the battle. 

Record crowds were in attendance throughout the day with the date of the event chosen to 
coincide with Armed Forces Week to show the town’s support for the men and women who 
make up the Armed Forces community from currently serving troops to Service families, 
veterans and cadets.  A poignant and moving service of remembrance of the Battle of the 
Somme in Heywood Memorial Gardens with a dedication of commemorative benches was 
arranged to mark this year’s 100th anniversary.  Serving soldiers, veterans and cadets 
participated in an Armed Forces Parade through the town centre with massive applause from 
the hundreds of local people lining the streets before the flag to recognise Armed Forces Day 
was raised in Heywood Memorial Gardens. 





“…the group have made progress in their own 
way, all have grown in confidence, meeting up 
with people on a regular basis has improved 
their self-esteem and communication skills” 
Kathy Thomas 
Chief Executive 

Rochdale Connections Trust 

Recipient: Rochdale Connections Trust (RCT) 

Project: Heywood Drop-in 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £4,949 

Rochdale Connections Trust (RCT) is a charity that supports vulnerable young people and 
adults who are finding life difficult.  A range of structured programmes offer supportive 
interventions to address an array of issues across the borough.  Home visits, one to one 
sessions, group work delivery and training to help individuals to overcome barriers is 
available to local young people and adults.  In addition, RCT offer an in-house counselling 
service for anyone in emotional need and a commercial training company is affiliated to the 
charity that provides all associated training courses for their clients. 

Mental health issues can be extremely debilitating and the provision of a drop-in service 
has proven results in keeping group members with such issues engaged and active.  
Through the development of strong peer relationships, beneficiaries take on the role of 
providing day to day support for each other and are encouraged to take on additional 
voluntary work that benefits the local community.  The drop-in sessions funded were held in 
the Magic Room, Heywood Market in the format of an informal coffee morning to achieve a 
relaxed, comfortable and supportive environment for isolated and vulnerable people.  The 
location of the sessions was key to the success of the project at it was a central location 
and open on a market day in order to encourage isolated people to access the service.  
The sessions aimed to increase confidence, raise self-esteem and upskill participants.  
RCT delivered sessions that addressed managing mental health, one to one support with 
housing issues, mental ill health issues, budgeting and relationship problems.  Participants 
are better able to manage their own mental health, recognising the warning signs to feeling 
depressed and putting into place coping strategies.  The group enjoyed additional training 
days and days out walking in the park as well as meeting up on social occasions outside of 
the drop in sessions to support and spend time with each other. For the individuals 
accessing the counselling service, RCT report they all showed an improvement in their 
mental wellbeing. 

“Some of the participants have received counselling sessions and for one person who we 
were very concerned about we have contacted their GP and monitored their failing mental 
health very closely.  Children/young people of a couple of the participants have accessed our 
youth support programme and we will continue to work with these young people after the 
coffee morning ends” 
Kathy Thomas 

Chief Executive, Rochdale Connections Trust 



“On the back of this project, we have 
launched an increased programme of events 
for the Autumn half term and have developed 
relationships with a local charity to put on a 
Christmas cinema for under privileged 
children, something we hope to build on” 
Graham Duckworth 
Events & Entertainments Manager 

Link4Life 

Recipient: Link4Life 

Project: Children's Summer Holiday Activities at Heywood Civic Centre 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,600 

Link4Life’s Children’s Summer Holiday Activities at Heywood Civic Centre provided 
opportunities for local children to access quality events and provide positive participation at 
an affordable price in a safe secure environment.  New and innovative events were 
organised to entertain, educate and inspire to broaden their horizons of children, create a 
foundation to produce a comprehensive range of school holiday activities and a legacy for 
future events for all school holidays. 

The events staged throughout the Summer holidays were The Wild Show that encouraged 
children to interact and learn about a range of exotic animals and insects, Marty 
MacDonald’s Toy Machine Show that featured puppet characters from CBeebies 
performing a fun, interactive, song-filled adventure set on a colourful farmyard plus a meet 
and greet after the performance, and six cinema screenings of child orientated movies 
where each ticket included a free hot dog and chips.  A total of 406 people attended the 
events and The Wild Show sold out all three performances. 

The programme of events developed by Link4Life, without focusing on financial returns, 
raised awareness and the profile of Heywood Civic Centre as a family venue.  Link4Life 
intend to build on this programme each school holiday with events, activities and 
entertainment that are affordable, relevant and meaningful. 



“All our visitors are amazed at the standard 
we have achieved.  Junior membership is 
going strong and they are building their own 
layouts under the supervision of our older 
members” 
Roger Bottomley 
Secretary 

Heywood Model Railway Group 

Recipient: Heywood Model Railway Group 

Project: Refurbishment and building of model railway layouts 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,000 

Heywood Model Railway Group was formed in 1969 when three enthusiasts wanted to share 
their knowledge about model railways.  The group builds and operates railway models in the 
scale of 7mm or under and members meet twice a week to build layouts for personal use and 
exhibitions.  Open/running days are held for people who have locomotives or stock that they 
wish to run on one of the group’s many large layouts as they can accommodate stock in 
either N, 00 or 0 gauges.  Also the group encourages people without stock to visit the group’s 
premises on River Street, Heywood to get inspiration for their own models and run some of 
the group’s stock on the various layouts.  The knowledge and expertise of long time 
modellers can be viewed when the group displays their layouts at annual exhibitions. 

The group have refurbished and upgraded existing model railway layouts in the club room to 
engage members both young and old in the hobby and attract new members.  Building a 
model railway is a great social family-oriented hobby and promotes basic carpentry and 
electrical skills as well as artistic ability when building scenery.  Exhibitions of the refurbished 
and new model railway layouts will be held at location community events and school parties 
will be invited to participate in scenic classes and craft activities associated with railway 
modelling. 

Before After 

0 Gauge Layout 

http://www.hmrg.co.uk/cm4/heybury12full.jpg


Before After 

Before After 

Before After 

Townley Summit Layout 

Midhey Layout 

Sumner Brook Layout 



“The parade again this year was 
exceptional.  The stage 
entertainment and the number of 
stalls in the park proves that this 
event is once again growing” 
Steve Brown 
Chairman 

Heywood Charities Fete 

Recipient: Heywood Charities Fete Committee 

Project: Heywood Charities Fete 2016 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,260 

Heywood Charities Fete aims to develop and improve community involvement by 
encouraging as many local community and voluntary groups as possible to participate in the 
annual event.  Opportunities are created for community organisations to fund raise for the 
benefit of the Heywood community at the Fete with stalls or providing activities. 

The Fete on Sunday 4 September 2016 provided a parade and a day of entertainment for all 
the family.  The range of entertainment in Queen’s Park throughout the day celebrated 
tradition and community heritage, and promoted community spirit. 

Heywood Charities Fete Committee were awarded a grant to contribute to circus and samba 
workshops, music from Accrington Pipe Band, Littleborough Band and Manchester School of 
Samba, a dog agility show and hawks display.  Participants raised much needed funds for 
their projects, provided information on the support they offer and showed off their skills.  The 
audience for the event in Queen’s Park and the parade were entertained by 31 floats/groups 
walking who participated in the parade themed on musicals and 49 park attractions including 
classic cars, circus acts, dance performances, a dog show and bands. 

Heywood’s annual celebration for local worthy causes emulated the success of past events 
with the streets lined with people to enjoy the parade and joining in the fun provided by the 
many attractions in Queen’s Park. 





 

“The whole day was fantastic, the addition of 
a massive firework display as a new 
attraction provided a grand finale which 
wowed the crowds” 
Melanie Caffrey 
Secretary 

Heywood Business Group 

Recipient: Heywood Business Group 

Project: Heywood Christmas Festival 2016 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £4,000 

Heywood Business Group is a well-established, independent, local business group run 
voluntarily by local business people.  The group promotes Heywood and the town centre 
businesses in a positive light, and organises activities in the town to create a feel good 
environment in Heywood with the aim of generating prosperity for the town and wider 
community. 

Heywood Christmas Festival was organised by Heywood Business Group on behalf of 
Heywood Township to promote the town as a destination for leisure, recreation and 
shopping.  The festival on Saturday 19 November 2016 provided many family attractions, 
entertainment and themed food and drink that brought the people of Heywood and the wider 
community together.  Activities, stalls and entertainment included a local talent contest 
outside St Luke’s Church, arts and crafts sessions 
 for children, magic show, performances from  
Middleton Youth Brass Band and Littleborough  
Brass Band, market stalls to support a local  
charity or purchase a festive treat, vintage  
carousel, costumed characters (Frozen sisters, 
Peppa Pig, Mickey and Minnie Mouse, Paw  
Patrols Marshall and Chase, Captain America  
and Batman) and Elfie the Elf was on a special  
mission to add the well-behaved children to  
Santa’s nice list and take present requests.   
Heywood’s Christmas lights were switched  
on by the Mayor and Mayoress as St Luke’s  
Church chimed and The Olde Queen Anne  
hosted a fantastic firework display in the  
grand finale. 

The festival is an inclusive and cohesive  
event that helps build links between the  
different communities in Heywood.  It  
provides social and economic benefits for  
the town with the event attracting shoppers  
and visitors to enjoy the festive celebration. 



“The event was a huge success, very well attended by the public including people 
from other areas who would not normally shop in Heywood.  Local businesses 
enjoyed a particularly busy trading day” 
Melanie Caffrey 
Secretary 

Heywood Business Group 



“Heywood Congress continues to pull 
players from all over the country as well as 
locally and regionally.  It really does raise 
awareness of our town” 
Bill O’Rourke 
Organiser 

Heywood Chess Congress 

Recipient: Heywood Chess Congress 

Project: Heywood Chess Congress 2016 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £500 

Heywood Chess Club is one of the biggest chess clubs in the North West of England with 
members varying in ability from novice to grandmaster.  Teams are entered in Bury & 
Rochdale, Central Lancashire and Manchester leagues.  The club has acted as a conduit for 
many county matches and hosted championship finals and exhibitions by grandmasters. 

Heywood Chess Congress is a weekend event that brings local, regional, national and 
international players to the town.  The congress took place on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
June 2016 in Heywood Civic Centre and attracted visitors to the town from as far afield as 
Cornwall, London and Northumbria to learn and play the game of chess.  This year the 
Heywood Chess Congress had a 5% increase in attendance as a result of a biennial visit of 
twin town chess players from Peine, Germany and a visit from grandmaster Keith Arkell.  
Heywood Chess Club gained five new members after the event who will realise the benefits 
that playing chess brings of improved memory, cognitive abilities and strategic thinking.  The 
event encouraged a community spirit and benefited the local economy as it attracted visitors 
and shoppers to Heywood. 





“We believe we have been very 
successful in promoting the civic twinning 
and the association friendship with 
Tourcoing.  …enjoying and participating 
in a wide range of activities served to 
foster social connections” 
Kathryn Rennie 
General Secretary 

Friends of Tourcoing Association 

Recipient: Friends of Tourcoing Association 
Project: Friends of Tourcoing Association celebration for 50 years of Civic Twinned 

Township Friendship 
Fund: Events Fund 
Awarded: £500 

Friends of Tourcoing Association aims to interest and inform the people of the Rochdale 
Borough about France and in particular the twinned town of Tourcoing.  The association 
promotes friendship, mutual respect and diversity.  The civic twinning relationship with 
Tourcoing has achieved 60 years and the friendship group a fantastic 50 years, bringing 
English and French together in community spirit and warm relationship.  Local people are 
offered the opportunity to engage in friendly social activities throughout the year and in 
particular, to access a bi annual trip to France to meet Les Amis de Rochdale, enjoying a 
civic reception from the Mayor of Tourcoing and sightseeing.  Many members have 
established solid friendships with their hosts over the years and return the hospitality to the 
French when they come to England to visit.  Friends of Tourcoing members actively take part 
in community events within the borough and contribute to the Mayor’s Charity as they have 
enjoyed civic patronage since their formation. 

A programme of activities in 2016 to celebrate 50 years of Tourcoing association friendship 
and 60 years of civic twinning promoted a positive image of the borough and its people.  
Friends of Tourcoing worked in partnership with community organisations and a school and 
patronised local businesses who all received credit for contributing to a successful visit. 



Caldershaw Primary School (linked with Condorcet Primary School in Tourcoing) children 
hosted an afternoon of games and gave a choir performance, Heywood’s GPD Travel 
provided transport, students from Hopwood Hall College made and presented a celebratory 
cake, The Angel Project Community Café in the heart of Langley, Middleton welcomed the 
French guests and local potter Ken Isherwood produced commemorative bowls for the 
visitors.  The venues of the Coop Museum, Touchstones, Greater Manchester Fire Service 
Museum and St John The Baptist Church welcomed the visitors with special tours and 
entertainment was provided throughout the visit with performances from St Ann’s Morris 
Troupe, Wardle Senior Band and Skylight Circus Arts.  The Civic Dinner at Rochdale Town 
Hall hosted by the Mayor and Mayoress attended by the French guests of Deputy Mayor 
Didier Droart, President of Les Amis de Rochdale Mme Marie-Christine Lejenun, French 
Councillors Dorian and Sebastian Becue and Peter Maenout with other members of Les 
Amis de Rochdale was a special occasion with catering provided by Crofters and a 
performance by Lancashire Fusiliers Corp of Drums.  The local economy benefited from the 
visit with the French guests dining at local restaurants, hiring local transport and buying 
numerous souvenirs. 

Friends of Tourcoing Association considered the highlight of the programme was the 
spectacular celebration with 140 people at the 50th Celebration Dinner at Rochdale Town 
Hall.  The occasion was an opportunity to recognise special members of both Friends of 
Tourcoing and Les Amis de Rochdale.  Gifts were presented to Mrs Dorothy Forshaw in 
recognition of 50 years membership of Friends of Tourcoing and Christopher Dobby received 
a gift for having been a member of Les Amis since 1966 and at the age of 92 continues to 
take part in the exchanges.  Jean-Pierre Collado was presented with a gift in recognition of 
his contribution to Twinning and this was his 115th visit to the borough.  He began in 1971 as 
organiser of exchanges for schools and community groups and is remembered by many 
children now adults.  The programme of activities in 2016 to celebrate 50 years of Tourcoing 
friendship consolidated the association’s aims and aspirations. 





“We believe the website will be of real 

benefit for local people, visitors and 

businesses in the town and will serve to 

strengthen the community as a whole” 

Sandra Trickett 

The Aspen Tree 

Recipient: Sandra Trickett 

Project: Official Heywood Town Website 

Fund: Town Centre Fund 

Awarded: £3,890 

Heywood Town website (www.heywoodtown.co.uk) went live on 1 May 2016 to provide 
information useful to visitors and residents.  The website is a platform to support the high 
number of voluntary groups and charities, to co-ordinate and publicise events, showcase 
amenities on offer within the town and promote local businesses. 

The venture is funded for the initial three years by Heywood Township.  Designed and 
managed by Heywood based business The Aspen Tree, the ongoing maintenance and 
future development of the website includes enrolling local advertisers.  A percentage of the 
advertising revenue will be made available to local charities.  Recent developments made 
to the website include increased content consisting of a community events calendar and 
information about local services, places of interest and community news articles.  The 
business and group listings have now been merged into the content driven side of the 
website. 

Heywood town is promoted on the website as a place of interest to visit, a thriving shopping 
destination and an attractive location to set up a business. 

http://theaspentree.co.uk/

